
Respect & Care          Responsibility         Inclusion, Tolerance & Understanding        Excellence 

 

Ballarat Primary School (Dana St) 

           Newsletter ~ 5th  February to 8th February 2024 

                                  Term 1 ~ Week  2 

401 Dana St, Ballarat.         Phone  53321 301                             
email: ballarat.ps.dana@education.vic.gov.au 

Ryan’s Ramblings 

Dear parents, grandparents and friends,                                                                                                                     

With our first full week of 2024 complete, it is reassuring to see our classrooms continue to be positive and calm.  

Our staff have been planning some fantastic learning for our students this term. On Thursday of this week, our staff met 

with our teaching and learning consultant, Andrea Hillbrick, to further refine our Inquiry learning for the term. Our stu-

dents have begun exploring their wonderings about our Earth and Space. These wonderings have been about every-

thing from how our weather changes to the distance between Earth and Saturn. If you have time in the evenings, 

please ask your child about our Inquiry learning.  

I thank all of our parents for their support in our transition to Sentral. At the time of writing this, we now have over 85% 

of parents connected via the parent app. This is fantastic! Many of you will have noticed that permission forms for 

photography and responsible use of ICT have been uploaded and that you can digitally sign these. Not only has this 

made the productivity of our office much more manageable, but our carbon footprint has been greatly reduced. It’s 

a win-win.  

We are really looking forward to Tuesday next week when we are hosting our Meet the Teacher and Welcome Picnic 

Evening. I am hoping that there will be a fantastic turnout where we can just enjoy a casual picnic together and feel 

the strong sense of community that Dana Street is known for.  Our wonderful staff will be providing some easy listening 

entertainment for everyone, which will be fantastic.    

Ensuring the safety and well-being of all of our students at all times is central to our school’s operations.  Given this 

commitment, it is important to remind you that the Department of Education and Dana Street Primary School do not 

provide personal accident insurance for students.  Parents and guardians are responsible for paying the cost of medi-

cal treatment for injured students, including any transport costs.  In the event of an emergency, we need to make 

sure that we prioritise the immediate care of our students and will call an ambulance if deemed necessary. If you are 

not part of some sort of ambulance cover, it may be worth considering this for peace of mind.  

Our school is committed to the safety of all children. We actively promote the safety and wellbeing of all students, 

and all school staff are committed to protecting students from abuse or harm, in accordance with their legal obliga-

tions including child safe standards. All of our Child Safety documents are on our website and available at the school.  

Please see me if you have any questions or concerns about Child Safety and/ or our practices. 

I do hope that the transition back to school has been a smooth one for you and your families. Have a fantastic   

weekend.  

 

Ryan  Ryan  

�   

Dana Street Primary School is committed to child safety (Ministerial Order No. 870) and 

takes all reasonable steps to ensure that the safety of our students is paramount. 

School Values:       Respect & Care          Responsibility         Inclusion, Tolerance & Understanding        Excellence 



 

 

 

 

                                                

 

00B                           

Brock                               

For the wonderful 

start you have had 

to your first week of 

school. Brock, you 

are helpful, you are 

have amazing man-

ners, and you are 

kind to everyone. 

Fantastic effort!                           

1/2B                                 

Mikey                                        

For your excellent responsibil-

ity and persistence you have 

demonstrated in all aspects 

of your learning this week! 

You have settled in very well 

to Grade 2 and I am looking 

forward to seeing all that 

you achieve this year. Keep 

up the positive attitude 

Mickey.                        

3/4N                                 

Conall                                

For displaying a growth 

mindset and becoming a 

great leader in our room. 

You are having a red hot 

go at all activities, espe-

cially in your Maths work. 

You are always willing to 

help in the classroom and 

show others how to dis-

play excellence. Conall 

you have made a great 

start to the year.                          

1/2D                                  

Grace                                     
For approaching the 

beginning of her Grade 1 

year with amazing enthu-

siasm. Grace, we love to 

see your bright, happy 

smile walk through the 

door each morning. You 

eagerly take on all tasks 

and we are grateful for 

the sense of calm and 

kindness you bring to 

1/2D. Keep up the great 

work! 

3/4M                                       

Santos                                                

For the way you have 

been showing our school 

value of Excellence. This 

week you have shown a 

great growth mindset. You 

have persisted when tasks 

were challenging and 

tried your best in all learn-

ing.  
Keep it up, superstar!                    

 1/2S                         

Leon                                

For the outstanding way in 

which you have settled 

into the routines of the 

classroom. Leon, you have 

positively approached 

each school day by 

demonstrating attentive 

listening, taking pride in 

your learning and sharing 

wonderful insights to class 

discussions.  

3/4B                              

Clara                          
For an exceptional start 

to the year.  Your won-

derful manners, growth 

mindset and ‘can do’ 

attitude are evident 

throughout the day.  It 

has been great to see 

your understanding of 

parts of speech contin-

ue to grow and this was 

evident in your Word 

Detective task. Well 

done, legend! 

1/2K                                  

Rosie                                 

For having a wonderful 

start to the school year. 

You have been locked 

into your learning and 

demonstrating a growth 

mindset in all activities. 

What a friendly class 

member who can be 

relied on to be a great 

partner in all activities.                         

3/4S                                 

Kai                                    
For a fantastic start to the 

school year. Your hard 

work and dedication have 

been seriously impressive. 

You've given everything a 

red hot go, you have set a 

super high standard for 

yourself. You have blown 

my socks off. You have 

embodied our class and 

school values and I'm 

pumped to see how you 

keep growing and crushing 

it this year. Keep being 

awesome superstar!                     5/6P                                                                          

TJ                                                                         

For the exceptional start 

that he has made to the 

year! TJ, it has been 

great to see you settle 

into the daily routines of 

5/6P. You have given all 

learning tasks a red hot 

go, and have worked 

superbly with your fellow 

peers. Keep up the great 

work legend!                          

5/6A                                    

Toby                                                          

For the incredible start 

you have made to the 

year. You have given 

your best effort when 

completing learning tasks 

and shared your ideas 

confidently. Keep up the 

amazing work, Toby!                     
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Specialist Awards Class of the Week 

Art~ 3/4B  For the outstanding respect and responsibility show cased throughout our Art lesson this week. Your commitment to representing  the school 

values in both your artwork and interactions with classmates at the beginning of  the year makes me proud. Keep up the fantastic work! 

Japanese ~ 1/2B  For the responsibility you have shown in creating a Japanese learning environment in your classroom. I am impressed by how careful-

ly you listen to and follow instructions given in Japanese and I am proud of everyone for having a red hot go at speaking Japanese too. みんなすごい！ 

Performing Arts ~ 5/6A For excellence in character acting and sticking to the audience rules we co-created. 

P.E ~ 5/6P  For your amazing listening and responsible approach to improving your shot put technique. I was extremely impressed with your group lead-

ership, your ability to have a joke (but listen at the right times) and your willingness to demonstrate growth and improvement. Well done, team! 



Literacy at Dana St Primary School 
It has been wonderful seeing our amazing students across the school immersing themselves in literacy tasks 

this week.  Here is a snapshot of the things that have been happening across the school. 

The Foundation students have been learning about the phonemes S, A and T.  They have also been busy 

bees learning to identify the difference between letters, words and sentences. 

The 1-2 students have been focusing on the importance of repeated reading to improve their fluency, ex-

pression and comprehension.  The benefit of repeatedly reading an easier text is that it allows the reader 

to concentrate on their fluency and expression.  This in turn builds their reading rate which has a direct cor-

relation with being able to comprehend more difficult texts.  This is a skill that is utilised in the classroom and 

at home.   

The 3-4 students have been exploring parts of speech and building their reading stamina.  Fluency Pairs 

has started as well and this gives students the opportunity to develop their expression and fluency.  In Writ-

ing, we have been looking at what constitutes a simple and compound sentence.  Students have used 

their knowledge of parts of speech and conjunctions to join simple sentences together. 

In the 5/6 unit this week the students have been focusing on identifying the main idea and supporting de-

tail within a range of texts. Students have developed their skills of note taking and highlighting key points to 

draw conclusions. In Writing the students have been working on developing their descriptive language to 

engage the reader through the use of imagery. 



Mathematics at Dana St Primary School 

The students at Dana St are exposed to rich Mathematical instruction every day. Students 

are taught concepts in the classroom that can be used in everyday life. Ask your child what 

they learned in Mathematics this week and ask them to apply these skills in games, the 

household or when you are out and about! 

Mathematics across the school 

Foundation unit: This week in Foundation, students have been focusing on counting. They 

have been using hands on materials and developing strategies to help them accurately 

count collections from 1-10. 

 

Grade 1/2 unit: The 1/2 unit have started off the year by exploring place value. We have 

been identifying the value of digits based on where they are in a number, and using groups 

of 10 and single units to compose and break apart numbers.  

 

Grade 3/4 unit: The 3/4 unit have been reviewing place value. Looking at ordering num-

bers, expanding numbers and recognising the place value of a digit in a whole number. Stu-

dents have also been extending their thinking using decimals. 

 

Grade 5/6 unit: In the 5/6 unit, the students have been revising addition and subtraction 

strategies. They have been applying their understanding of addition and subtraction to 

solve numerical and worded problems. They have extended their knowledge of place value 

to include decimals into their calculations. 



  







 

 

Important Information 

Have you booked your Meet the 

Teacher Grades 1—6?  

This event will be run on Tuesday 13th 

February between the times of            

2 pm - 6pm. 

2024 Sports Day - 28th February  

(Early Notice) 
 

We are on the hunt for volunteers for 

our 2024 Sports Day at Llanberris Ath-

letics Reserve. If anyone is able to 

help out on this day, please email                                    

zara.smith@education.vic.gov.au 

mailto:zara.smith@education.vic.gov.au

