Newsletter ~ 3rd August to 7th August 2020

Term 3 ~ Week 4

Ballarat Primary School (Dana St)

Respect & Care

401 Dana St, Ballarat. Phone 53321 301
email: ballarat.ps.dana@education.vic.gov.au

Responsibility

Inclusion, Tolerance & Understanding

Dear parents, grandparents and friends,

Dates:

Thanks for your understanding and patience as we again dive into remote learning. On
Monday, our staff were simply amazing – with one day’s notice, they were able to ensure
all students went home with a pack of learning for the rest of the week. Students also had a
short, year-level disco. We felt very sad to see the children walk out the school gates, but
optimistic too; knowing that we have done this before and we can surely do it again, with
flexibility and responsiveness.
Today we sent all families a copy of our Remote Learning Handbook. It is slightly adjusted
from remote learning in term 2, and may have some good reminders for families.
Our staff worked hard on Tuesday and throughout the week to begin planning for the following weeks. We have listened to our community; the remote learning survey you participated in has helped us to reflect on our practices and make adjustments here and there:
Writing tasks will be less cumulative over the week, with some stand-alone lessons to lessen the pressure on students. The learning pack for each day will have everything required.
Links to videos will be embedded in the plans. Resources will be included in the day’s post.
P.E. Art and Japanese lessons (designed by our specialists) will each be included in the
learning posted by the classroom teacher.
Teachers will continue to have daily Webex lessons to start the day. Here the roll is marked
and teachers will discuss the day’s learning with the students. Wellbeing activities will be
spread through the Webex meetings and learning activities.
We will continue to hold assemblies on Fridays via Webex meetings, at the new time of
11:30am. All times and sessions are on page 2 of the newsletter and in the handbook.

Excellence

Monday 10th August
Winter appeal donations last
day
Friday 14th August
Assembly 11.30am via
Webex
Monday 17th August
School Council Meeting
Tuesday 18th August
Pie Orders Delivered
Wednesday 19th August
Year 7 Placement
Notifications
Fun Run ~ Postponed until
Term 4
Thursday 12th November

Please remember that we are in remote learning mode, not home schooling. We are all doSchool Photos
ing our best - families and teachers in different situations, facing daily challenges we never
dreamed of, but all determined to do our best! Don’t stress if a day’s learning does not get
done, or the technology doesn’t work on a given day. Some families may find they don’t get
to every learning activity each day. Some families will prioritise just Reading, Writing and
Maths. Some days you might only get the portfolio task completed. In the big picture of
thirteen years of schooling, student progress is not going to suffer if we can’t connect for a
day or two, or don’t complete all remote learning tasks. Your child will remember how they
felt during this time. It’s an important time to love, care and reassure our children. Those
things are high priorities right now.
Supervision of students at school
A reminder to parents regarding requests for onsite supervision. Please contact the school for information if you have not previously requested this. Onsite supervision is available for students whose parents are working away from the home and cannot
make any other arrangements, and extremely vulnerable students.
Once it is determined that a child is able to attend, a scheduling form, obtainable from the school, must be submitted for the
following week by 3:30pm on Thursdays. This allows us to arrange appropriate staff ratios for supervision.

Event Cancellations
Although it saddens me to write this, obviously there are several term 3 events that have had to be cancelled. Among these are
grade 3/4 camp, sporting events and several excursions. Having just announced our popular Fun Run for week 8, we will now
endeavour to postpone this event until term 4. When we do return to school, we will need to be creative in finding ways to
schedule and conduct events.

Natalie Toohey ~ Principal

Pie Drive
Thanks for the many orders received for the pie drive. A special mention to the family of Ruby (1/2K) - orders
of over $1100! Several families have sold orders worth several hundred dollars. We will let you know the
amount raised in next week’s newsletter
Pies will be delivered on Tuesday 18th August. We will let families know the method of pick up soon.

Winter appeal
Thanks for the many donations of non-perishable food for the 3BA winter appeal. We will be
delivering the food early next week. If you have something to donate, Monday 10th August is
the last day.

A Big THANK YOU to Ballarat International Foto Biennale
for supplying our school with the yellow bags to help put our
remote learning tools in.

